
F-111C Pigs’ Tales by Wally Walters, PLT 

‘the very early days, 1968 & 73’ 
 
I was involved in F-111C Operations; both in 1968 when we came back from the USA 
“empty-handed, and again on the first Ferry in 1973.  

 

   

 Receiving F1111 Model presents after Mac (Errol McCormack) and Wally  

 first Flight, Nellis AFB, 22 Jul 68 Walters, Base Ops, Nellis AFB, Jul 68 
  
I was on the first Ferry in 1968 when, after training in the US, we came back empty-

handed when the Government elected not to accept our aircraft until the problems were 
solved.   
 

The ‘First’ Ferry Crews - 1968 
 

    



First Australian Crews to fly the F-111 in 1968 
 

    

F111 Flight Line during Aussie first Flights, Nellis AFB, 22 Jul 68 
 
 

 

USAF Welcome Aussies after First F1111 Flight – 22 Jul 68 



 

This photograph relates to RADAR Training at Mather AFB (near Sacramento, California), 
before proceeding over to Cannon AFB in New Mexico where we completed Weapon 

Systems Training. 

 

Celebrating completion of RADAR Training, Mather AFB, Sacramento, California, Early 

Mar 1968.  We had presented Capt. Bernie Broske (Our USAF Liaison Officer) with a 
bunch of pseudo Wings/ribbons for a job well done! 



 

    

We arrived at Clovis in New Mexico to begin Weapons Systems Training (WST — R Seat) 
at Cannon AFB, Mar 68, only to be Snowed in. Cannon is about 4,200ft high anyway, so 

the climate was a little cool. 

 
Of course we accomplished our Flying Training at Nellis AFB, Nevada in 1968. 
 

 



First Ferry Crews - 1973 
 

I was again fortunate to be selected to be part of the first Ferry crews in 1973 when we 
did bring the Aircraft home on 1 Jun 73 
 

 
 
 



I flew A8-129,No.5 in the first Ferry of 6, on 1 Jun 73.  This aircraft is now in the 

museum at Caloundra.  I brought it out to Australia and this aircraft also flew on the last 
day at Amberley, 3 Dec 10, crewed by Steve Clarke and Ray Seville. 
 

A8-125 GPCAPT J.W. Newham WGCDR T.C. Owen 

A8-126 WGCDR R.G. Funnell SQNLDR N. Pollock 

A8-127 SQNLDR I.M. Westmore FLTLT J.A. Bushell 

A8-128 SQNLDR W.J. Emery FLTLT R.D. Hardcastle 

A8-129 SQNLDR W.F. Walters FLGOFF P.J. McDonald 

A8-130 FLTLT R.T. Sivyer FLTLT P.W. Growder 
 

    

    

My last F111 sortie with John Bushell (Bushy) on Dec 1975; our CO was Gil Moore,  

and managed to catch up with Bushy again at the decommissioning on 3 Dec 10 



 

With Steve Clarke at the QLD Air Museum, Caloundra, on 28 Jun 13; the Pilot who flew 
A8-129 last on the day, 3 Dec 10, with myself who flew 129 out to Australia on 1 Jun 73 

 

 


