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January-February, 1965. ‘

the RAAF’s new strike aeroplane, the

¥ 3 Test flying of
F"’St TakE'OH e o o3 General Dynamics F-111A, is continuing at Carswell AFB.

§ HISTORIC MOMENT on December 21 when the first

take-off of the General Dynamics
* F-111A occurs at Carswell Air Force Base. Test pilots Dick Johnson
% and Val Prahl are aboard and all first flight objectives are met.

This flight was
made ahead of
schedule. Since then
other highly success-
ful flights have been
made.

@ WATCHING the
first flight of the aircraft
was the RAAF Chief of
Air Staff, Air Marshal
Sir Valston Hancock,
seen at right in the
2 cockpit of the aircraft.
He flew te America to
be present. With him is
the RAAFs F-111 pro-
ject manager, Gp Cap-
tain C. H. Spurgeon.

! This follows the first flight of the aircraft
'on December 21, and the second flight on Janu-
'ary 6, when the wings were swept fully back
‘to the 72.5 degree position.

The first flight, of 21 eral Dynamics the first in-

. ininutes, was witnessed by centive bonus {from the

I Air Marshal Sir Valston Defence Department.  Un-

Hancock, CAS, who flew to official  estimates of the

America for the occasion. Jionus are set at 300,000
The second flight lasted 63 lollars.

minutes. This was the first bonus for

In the second flight Test ' .in .
" ey N eing ahead of schedule, al
Pitet: Dick Johnson took off 1y,ueh the roll-out ceremony

: with the wings fully extendec : .. T4 days ahead and the
. from the fuselage. At an alti- | nh50en flicht on  December
“tude of 10,000 ft, he swept 6 ~: -
- . 2i, was ten days ahead.

the wings back against the{ . .
fusclage to 72.5 degrees and| 10 a Press interview afler
then after testing the movable | the second flight, Johnson said
wings in a number of posi-|that the aircraft had been
tions, he swung them forward |taken —to an altitude  of
to 26 degrees for a gentle | 27,000 ft, at speeds up to 450
landing in a stiff crosswind. |mPh and the Janding speed was
~ Testing of the movable ~about 135 mph.

! wings was 24 days ahead of Future trials will be at
schedule and carned Gen- | speeds above Mach 1.
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