











From Memoirs of the RAAF F111C Test Pilot (TP) in 1968 — GpCapt (Ret'd) Ron Green

Acceptance Ceremony for the First F-111C

The official acceptance of the first F-111C took place at General Dynamics, Fort Worth, Texas
on the 4™ September 1968. Leading the assembled VIPs at a gala ceremony was the
Australian Minister for Defence, the Hon Allen Fairhall. Other senior VIPs included the
Secretary, Department of Defence (Sir Henry Bland, CBE), the Chief of Air Staff (Air Marshal Sir
Alister Murdoch, KBE, CB), and the Australian Ambassador to the US (Sir Keith Waller, CBE).
The RAAF US Air Attache (Air Commodore Robey) and the F-111C Project Manager and
designated OC 82 Wing (GpCapt Dallywater) were also present. During his formal acceptance
speech on behalf of the Australian Government, the Minister for Defence somewhat foolishly
announced that, from that moment on, the Australian aircraft would be known as the “F one
double one”.

The ceremony took place with guests seated in front of F-111C A8-125, not realising that it was
in reality A8-131 that had a temporary false tail number painted over for the event. F-111Cs
125, 126 and 127 were all in the flight test department at that time. A8-126 was complete and
ready for handover (it was formally accepted by a RAAF crew and flown the next day), and the
other two were in the final stages of acceptance test.

During the formal acceptance ceremony, the assembled guests were unaware that a wing carry-
through box (WCTB) assembly undergoing fatigue test had experienced a catastrophic failure
on the previous day. It is still not known if any USAF personnel were aware of this on the 4"
September, or whether the contractor had managed to keep news of the failure concealed for
this major acceptance event.

The following morning on the 5" September, the RAAF crew (TP Sqnldr Ron Green and FTE
Harry Walton) arrived at the flight line and formally signed for A8-126 from the RAAF Resident
Engineer Officer (WgCdr Tony Dietz). Hence A8-126 became the first RAAF F111C to be
accepted and flown by a RAAF crew.

A8-126 was fitted with 600 gallon tanks at stations 2 and 7 (ie the Pacific Ferry configuration) as
the intent was to conduct a range proving test program at Edwards AFB. Up to this point, no
range testing had been done to determine the performance benefit associated with the
extended wing or the range improvement with large external tanks. A full RAAF Maintenance
Team was already in place at Edwards AFB to support these tests.

The flight to Edwards AFB was uneventful apart from the civil ATC controllers who had difficulty
in appreciating an Australian military aircraft using a tail number call sign with one letter and four
figures, being long accustomed to the American military designator of six figures. Arrival at the
F-111 JTF (Joint Task Force) was routine and the RAAF Team placed the aircraft into the
hangar for a detailed inspection the following day.

A8-126 at Edwards AFB

Immediately after arrival and shut down, the RAAF TP was given an urgent message to call the
Project Office (PO) in Washington. Upon calling the F111C Project Manager, he detected a very
agitated PM whose first words were “you are not to fly that aircraft again without my personal
authorisation”. After calming down a little, he then explained that a major structural test failure of
a WCTB had occurred two days earlier. He also explained that there was some considerable
concern in the Washington PO and back in Australia about the implications, including possible

cancellation of the complete project, and the legal implications for Australia as they had just
accepted and flown the first aircraft A8-126.

Two weeks later, the Washington PO finally gave approval for a “once a week taxi excursion”
until a decision was made on the future of the aircraft. This approval was given based on
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engineering concerns over the deterioration of seals in the hydraulic systems due to lack of
pressure, accumulator pressures dropping and other similar symptoms due to lack of use.

Hence on every Friday afternoon, A8-126 was started up and taxied to the threshold of runway
04. When there was a gap in the traffic, ATC would give approval to enter and line up, then fast
taxy when ready. With this approval, the aircraft was lined up, engines run to full mil power,
parameters noted, power increased to min A/B then max A/B, again noting engine parameters.
At this point, brakes were released and the aircraft allowed to accelerate. The nose was rotated
to take off attitude, at which point the throttles were immediately reduced to idie, and the aircraft
allowed to roll to the end of the runway, then taxy back to the JTF line. The RAAF contingent

quickly became known to the locals as the owners of the fastest go-kart on the West Coast of
USA.

By mid December 1968, word was received that a “Government to Government agreement” had
been reached and that A8-126 was to be returned to the Fort Worth facility.

However, the aircraft could not be returned immediately. During the period that it had been
grounded, the RAAF on-site maintenance team had received a constant flow of kits for
approved ECPs (Engineering Change Proposal) for installation on A8-126. These could not be
installed earlier due to uncertainty over the aircraft’s future ownership. Once this was solved, the
modification kits were rapidly installed. The extent of these modifications required a full FCF
(functional check flight), which also required approval from the Washington PO.

The Washington PO eventually provided approval for one FCF, and for one ferry flight back to
the factory at Fort Worth. The FCF lasted nearly six hours and a great deal of range
performance data was gathered. The flight to Fort Worth was uneventful except for the

illumination of a translating cowl caution light on final approach to the contractor airfield at
Carswell AFB.

A8-126 then remained with the rest of the F-111C fleet that had never been accepted and flown
until its second delivery well over four years later in 1973.
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ASSOCIATED PRESS
gquoted authoritative
sources saying that FI11
missicns hag been -halted
at least temporarili

An Air Force spokesman
said the F1l1 crashed in
northern Thailand- as a
result of an in-flight emer-
gency and not through
enemy action,

He disclosed that the
Fl111 — like the one lost
last Wednesday — was on
a North Vietnam bombing
mission when it crashed.

The spokesman, announ-
cing the loss of the second
F-111, said the two-man
crew had been rescued.

North Vietnam claimed
in a Hanoi broadcast that
its armed forces had
shot down a second F-111
over North Vietnamese
territory yesterday.

When the loss of the
first F-111 — the .contro-
versial swing-wing  jet,
2¢ of which have been
ordered for the RAAF —
was announced on Thurs-
day, a U.S. spokesman did
not rule out the possibility
that it had been
down

F-111 has not yet been
found and the fate of the
csew has not been disclos-
ed. '

Limited

Six of the multi-million-
dollar F-111s began oper-
ating over Vietnam last
Monday from Takhli air
tbase, in Thailand, @ 100
|miles north of Bangkok
Their ralds so far

| have been limited to
the region just north of
the Demilifarised Zone

(between North and
South Vietnam).
. Official sources said

. the P-111s had fiown com-
bat missions for six con-
secutive days.

All or most of these
flights were made against
truck parks and other tar-
gets in  the  southern
end of North Vietnam,

These were relatively
secondary targets and not
as héavily . defended as
those in the Hanoi-Hai-
phong area.

United Press. Interna-
tional said US. Air Force
headquarters in Washing-
ton had sent a team to
South-east Asia to investi-
g‘aliel the loss of the two

s.

The six Fllls, each of

which cost at least $6m.,
had been sent to Asia on

iMarch 17 Dbefore final
operational checks had
been completed.

Officials said ' they
were urgently needed be-
cause the complex

electronic gear for pin-
. pointing targets could
| overcome bad - weather
| over Vietnam,
0.5, . military
- said t‘le Fr11 lost on Wed-
nesday was the object of
a .desperaie search
Americans anxious to keep

shot_
The wreck of the first,

sources

Second F111 lost
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on Vietnam flight

SAIGON, Sun.ﬁi second U.S, F-111 fighter-¥
bomber has crashed-on a flight in South-east =
Asia, a U.S. Air Force spokesman said today, :

its secrets from Hanoi,
Its secret devices could

be of inestimable value to

the Communist: they

sts
were discovered intact.

The plane is reported to
have carried no automatic
seif-destruction equipment
except for coding items.

Washington reports said
the second Fl111 crash was
expected boost Con-
gressional dema.nds for a
renewed investigation into
the Fill program.

Critical

Infiuentiai Members of
Congress_ such as Senator
John MeClellan, have been
critical of the F-111 ever
since the then Secretary
for Defence (Mr. McNam-
ara) chose it as the new

stand-by plane for both
the Air Force and the
Navy,

Senator McClellan has
charactetiseq the F-111
program_as & ‘“multi-
million dollar biunder.”
Last Thursday, the Sen-

ate Armed Services Com-

mittee voted 11 to two
against any more funds
for the Navy's version .of .
the %ll-purpose plane,’ the'

The F111A, built for the,
Air Force, has not been™
subjected until now to the:
same amount of criticism
as the navy version., ..

rts  described - the
F111 as too heavy for air-
craft carriers and the Navy
alread is  looking . At
possible alternatives, - -+t -&

The choice of the Gen--
eral Dynamics Company to .
build the aircraft has been’
underfire, and the increass
ing costs of production alsy’
have_displeased_the critics.

The Hano] broadcas;
said: Ot

“At 340 p.m. yest.erday
the People’s Armed Forces
in Ha Tay province shot:
down with the first rounds
? U.S. swing-wing FlllA

“Thls was the second (ﬁ
its kind brought -down
over North Vietnam with-
in three days,












