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The Rayal Auslratian Air Foree
(RAAF)Y has disclosed detadls ol
the subsiantinl npdate pro-
aranune | R I L N
fabove)., Modernisation of
Australin's entire F-1171 eetis
estimaled o total ASH03 milhon
(S320 miliiony, which includes
the AS210 mithon awarded on
20 Auvgust to Rochweld], winoer
ol the compettion Tor prime
contraciorship.

The Avionics Update Prog-
ramme (AUP)  will keep
Austrabia’s IS F-TH Crand four
RIF-THICs fiving bevod 2010,
Adr Cdre Tan Whisher,
Director General Matericl torthe
RAAF. The wim behind the AUP
is 1o replace the airerals costy
and faibure-prone 1900s-vinlage
amtogue avionics with digital
systemstied toa E333B databuos,
“Mamtainability and support-
ability are at the heart of the
AUP.” Cdre Whisker saud.

The RAAT has been aware of
the need for an AUP since the
mid-1970s, bot buduer diflicut-
ties detaved the Mot go-uhead.

RAAF analysis revealed that
the ASY.6millionuniteost of the
AUP fur autweighed options o
huy replacement awrcrafy, Thewr
force caleulated that buvine
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Tomados would cost inthe

812

vicinits ™ of
areralt. while unit cost ol the
FIACTS, already in RAAF

ASTO mdlion et

service. sas o estimated  at
ASH0 mitliian. “Bath these
cxamples are doss capitble in
s of range and paviowd.”
RAAY report concluded.

The Austrabiun Government's
cindorsement ot the AUP rellects
the RAAFs view that the
[F-THC/RE-THIC fleet repre-
sens o g foree inregional
terus. s O
unchanged: provaily sivihe aid
interdiction Tor both Tand and
haritime operations,

The AUPwas drtven by grow-
mg problems assoviated with
maintnmy - THEC/RE-TTHC
avianios, Withoutan upgrade the
aiveraft would have hecome
unsupportabic by the mid- F90s,
the wir foree said.

Poor seliability of he RAAT
-1t s aecounted for o 3.6 hour
mean time botween lwlure
UMTEBEY rate, This will vise 1o
20049 howrs alter the AUP,

The RAAF F-111 apdate
paradiels mwoves by USAF which
s implementing an Avionics
Muodernsation

th_‘\

Programme

(AMPyolitsownacross selected
[0 ks, USAE S decision
to koneh ity own F-P1EH AMP
upgrade, coupled with o Ineh
degrec of conmmonality between
the two air Tarces, was a driving
factor behind the go-ahead for
the Australian programmse,

Key features of e RAAF
-1t the Pave Tack
clectro-opiic/laser designator
and the ability ta canry the
AGM-84 Hlarpoon anti-ship
missile.

The Tour R¥-1TTCs have been
deenmed oo vital strategic asset,
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pepresciting Australie s onby -

VDS/GIAT team

Vickers Defence Sysiemiv of the
UK and GIAT Industrics of
France have concluded o joint
agrecient gader which the two
compues are o collaboraie,
The projectareas will include
the arntour. mobility and
Uitirh
the aim bemg o
maintain and strengthien both
companies” compelitive pasttion
iy export marhkets.
Bothmmnutactarershove been
competitors in the MBE evporl

lircpower aspects of
teehnology,

IANES DETENCENWEERTY "7 oK

up o8 RIS

borne reconnaissinee capabihity,

Under the ferms of the con-
tract, a prototvpe AUP F-T1HC
witl be modibied iy the TISA andd
lown in Apgust nest vear,
Australian mdosoy will manne
Facture 21 modifcation Kiis lor
instaliation i the remaining
aireraltm Anstradia, Thecontiact,
will be completed by fute 19Y5.

Principal Austrabiony s obve-
menteomes through Howkerde
Havilland Victoria, Horevaell
Austrabia, C3) AWA Dotence
Industries omnd 1M Austdia,

As maor overscas supplicer,
Rockwell International ix com-
mitied lo providing olbsets to the
taune of 30 percent ol the mpaor-
wd content of the comtract price.

Among svstems rephiced will
be the attack s syalem e AR S),
the terran following rudar CFER),
the nuvieation and weapon
sty systes amd the FH i,

Additions sl mclude diztad
flight controis. o Globuyl
Positionmg Sysicni seoure voicy
communtcations and o dita
tranisfer sysiens. A new stoies
PLHEZCIent systen s oreyuired
primarily to o iptearare the
Hivpoon anti-ship suissile with
the REYCTEIC vardant,

Contracts worth ASO-hmiltion
for modilivation hits tor the
Generod Electric ARS snd Fexas
Pnstraments THR were awarded
st year

fongabiin i faoian |

pvvket and this will continge,
but o same arcas o joint eilont
wilh now he possible

Vickers Detence Systems with
the Challenger 2 and GIAT
Industiies with the becloe e
competing  for the
Army's Chietiain Replacenent
Programie. Challenger 2
already  moorporates
French componenis inols et
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