


CRASHED AIRCRAFT DETAILS A8-291

MODEL-TYPE: B1
TYPE VERSION: FB-111A

ROLLOUT DATE: 11/Aug/1970

ACCEPTANCE DATE: 30/Jan/1971

TRANSFER DATE: 01/Jun/1991
GD S/N: 63

USAF SERIAL NUMBER: 68-0291

NOTES: Originally built for STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND (SAC).
Rollout date was 11/8/70 with an acceptance date
‘30/ 1/71. Converted to F111Gon 1/7/91. This A/C now
in the RAAF inventory.
'Aircraft Crashed into Island Pulau Aur (South China Sea)
on 19 April 1999 during exercises off Butterworth. Both
crew killed.
Engine Sn P67-5561 and P67-4968
‘Wing Sns A15-70L and A15-70R
A/C Hrs 6340.5
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Harrisville and District
Historical Society

Founded May, 1967. Town of Harrisville settled, 1863.
Meeting Night: First Tuesday in every month at 8 p.m.
Postal Address: Queen Street, Harrisville, Q’ld, 4305.

Harrisville Museum Phone: 5467.1325

Mr. George E. Hatchman,
20 Banbury Court,
WILLOWBANK Q 4306

Dear George,

RE: AMBERLEY HISTORY

Further to our conversation at the Rosewood function, 1 now enclose a brief story
involving Stan McCullough’s late Father and his connection with the Amberley
Aerodrome.

Unfortunately, to date I have not been able to unearth the Township Map you mentioned -
but a couple of the old-timers who are away at the moment will be back next week, so
hopefully they might know where it is stored,

Yours Faithfully,

HARRISVILLE & DISTRICT
HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.

Yol

Noel A. Boyle...Secretary

Friday, November 12, 1999



FACETS OF AMBERLEY HISTOR

BEGINNINGS: The beginnings of the Amberley Aerodrome came about in the late
1930’s, and has , strange to say, a connection with the old Sandy Gallop Mental Hospital.

At that time, one of the Sandy Gallop staff, Mr.Shaw McCullough, would regularly take
work parties from the Asylum to gather firewood for the Boilers. Mr. McCullough would
approach various District farmers and offer to contract to clear all the timber from a
particular paddock - a good deal for the landholder, as well as cheap fuel for the Hospital.

When construction work was about to start on the first stage of the Aerodrome, the
foreman, a man named Bert Thrupp, offered Mr. McCullough a place in history by inviting
him to cut down the first tree on the aerodrome site, while the earth-moving equipment
stood by to begin what was, in those days, a mammoth task .

When the first stage of the aerodrome was complete, the Warwick Road, which was a
continuation of Brisbane Street, ran past the end of the runway. Then, during the War,
as the American Army Airforce took over the facility, and aeroplanes became
progressively larger and required longer runways, the runway was extended across what
was then Warwick Road. When ‘planes were taking off or landing road traffic was held
by large gates on either side of the runway. (The present connection with Yamanto was
not made until after World War II. )

Many present Ipswich residents probably do not know that during the frightening events
of the early 1940’s, an alternative landing strip was built at Goolman, between Ipswich
and Harrisville.. The main material used was basalt drawn from the then quarry on top of
what was known locally as Perrett’s Hill, where the Peak Crossing Refuse Tip now exists.
Kids from the Harrisville State School used to cadge rides in the convoy of trucks hauling
the basalt from Harrisville to Goolman. The truck owners had their own camp set up
beside the Ipswich/Boonah Road, where some of them lived with their families.

Ths strip was used for some traiming activities, but its main purpose was to provide an
alternative landing strip for Allied planes in case Amberley was put out of action by
enemy bombing. The only parts of the Goolman strip which were sealed were the
aprons at each end of the runway. Now, some 56 years later, it is still possible to find
traces of that bitumen in the grass.

Fortunately, the Goolman strip was never needed for its primary usage. As one of the
post-war regulars who travelled past the site on the Boonah-Dugandan Rail Motor was
heard to say, mixing his equines with his elephants, “It was a real White Horse - but thank
Geod it WAS a White Horse”  And so say all of us!

FOOTNOTE: Mr. McCullough’s son, Stan, still lives in Harrisville.

ENDS
Noel Boyle (07) 5467.1325
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