


DEDICATION OF THE NEW SR SPO FACILITY
WEDNESDAY 10 JULY 2002

Introduction of CHAP (SON) Bob Heathwood (SPO Chaplain}

CHAPLAIN: May the favour of the Lord our God be on us.
Establish for us all that we do. Psalm 90: 17

PEOPLE: Let everything that has breath praise the Lord!
Psalm 150: 6

CHAPLAIN: God of infinite mercy,
we trust in your good purposes
of peace for all your children.
We pray for all those who work
in the defence of our nation.
Especially, we ask that you will
watch over those who work in the construction of this building.
Be with those in positions of authority,
that they will seek service before privilege.

PEOQPLE: May we serve God and our nation well.

CHAPLAIN: Guide those in authority who will make decisions
that will effect the people
for whom they have responsibility.
Sustain us all in our work,
SUppOrt us in our anxieties,
and strengthen us to seek and pursue
the well-being of all people.
Give us joy in our service,
due pride in success,
and, in all our endeavours,
the approval of a good conscience.

PEOPLE: May the Lord bless us and guard us.

CHAPLAIN: Almighty God,
You are the light of the minds that know you.
We thank you for this new facility, yet unseen,
which government, technology, labour and art will provide.

We dedicate the ground upon which

this new facility will be established

and praise you for the many blessings

that those who work in the current building receive.
Through Christ our Lord.

PEOPLE: Amen
Benediction

CHAPLAIN: Keep hold of what is good
and avoid all forms of evil.
May God himself, the God of peace,
keep you sound in spirit, soul and body,
so that you may do his will
in every good deed and word.

And the blessing of God almighty
Father, Son and Holy Spirit
be with you and abide with you always.

PEOPLE: Amen
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When is an aircraft grounded but
not grounded? When it's only
suspended from flring,

Thal is the current siatusof
Australia’s front-line F-111 strike
bombers al the stan of Exercise
Pitch Black 2002,

Bilied as eritical to mainlaining
Ausiralia’s air security capabilities,

Exercise Pitch Black starts

wirvughout northere NSW and
southern Queensland oday with 60
RAAF and Singapore Air Force
planes doing low-level attack and
defcnee exercises.

But the absence of the F-111s
seems to rather limit the exercise.

Not at all, said Lindsay Dooley,
the Exercise Pitch Black
informadtion officer.

The F-111s, she said, had been
suspended from flying but were

not grounded and would be used
pending finalisation of the
investigation into their alr-
wernhiness,

How planes might be suspended
from flying but not grounded is
unclear,

Pechaps, like Mohammed's
coffin, they hover free and high
between heaven and earth, defying
the sucly bond of gravity.

Squadron Leader Dooley said an

Status of suspended F-111s up in the air

unfavouvrable finding by the air- |
worlhiness investigation team

- would lead to the axcInsion of the

P-111s from Exercise Pitch Black.

_ Their role could be {aken by RAAF

Hornets and Singapore F-16s
assuming more of the strikerole.
Slezp soundly tonight, -

"Australia. Somewhere out there,

up there, the P-111s5 are guarding
the skies, suspended but not
grounded, )



Scenario and photographs

References:
A. Ref File SRSP0O/2148/2/EQUIP Pt1

B. CD - A8-112 Antinov Trip from Darwin.

The photographs and data within this file relate to the recovery of A8-112 from
Darwin to Amberley on an Antinov Heavy Cargo Aircraft. This occurred Apr
2003.

The recovery action was required following an internal fuel tank explosion
damaging the aircraft to a level requiring Deeper Level Maintenance (DLM) for

repair. It was un-airworthy.

Two options were considered for the recovery one being road transport and
the preferred and chosen option was air transport.

Originally a C5 was considered for use, however its schedule was cancelled.
The Antinov became available.

Boeing maintenance personnel assisted 82WG members in the prep and
loading of the aircraft in Darwin.

SRSPO co-ordinated the project and accepted the Engineering aspects of the
project.
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