
F-111 “Vark” Memorial Park, Clovis, New Mexico 
etched in gold lettering are the names of all 115 aircrew killed in F-111 accidents worldwide; 

same stone as the Vietnam memorial in Washington DC …	
  







Why the odd number ? 
• The very first F-111 accident
• Pre-production F-111A , Aircraft no: 63-9774
• Crashed and destroyed 19 January 1967 at Edwards AFB
• Killed was the pilot only, MAJ Herbert F. Brightwell
• WSO Donovan I. McCance lived
• The aircraft landed short of runway due to the wings being

accidentally swept in the wrong direction. The pilot, MAJ
Brightwell was not significantly injured in the crash landing,
went around to unfasten the right seater. Tragically, the
pilot was standing in a pool of JP4 which subsequently
ignited and incinerated him.







Shorty & Nige were the last names inscribed; thankfully there were no more 
F-111 fatal accidents as there was no room left on the Vark wall !! 



Note from WGCDR Mike Smith: In 1999 I was posted to the Embassy in Washington DC with Ray Perry as the 
Air Attaché when we found out about the F-111G crash in Malaysia. Mr. Steve Hyre, aka “Doc Servo” 
www.f-111.net, took it upon himself to pay for Shorty & Nige’s names to be inscribed on the wall at his expense 
so we thought the least we could do was to pay him back; Embassy ended up funding the refurbishment of the 
entire wall’s etchings and conducting a wreath-laying ceremony with the local Mayor and dignitaries from 
Canon AFB nearby … 



Note from GPCAPT Mike Smith: I made another brief visit to the Vark Memorial in Jan 2010; on 
the way back from my tour in the JSF Program Office to pay my respects to some old pig 
mates, the wall’s still in good shape but the gold lettering has faded since 1999 … 
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AUSTRALIANS ADDED TO F.111 MEMORIAL


By Lori Frazier, Staff Writer
Clovis News Journal - 3I May 99


With their names engraved in black granite, and highlighted in gold, a soffowfully long list of
names has grown longer. The black slab of stone stands at Veterans Park next to an F-111D
displayed at the intersection of 7th Street and U.S. 60-84. Known to those who have given
service to the military as "the rock," the stone slab stands as a memorial to all of the men who
have died while flying the F-111 "Aardvark."


A wreath-laying ceremony was held Saturday, May 29 at 5 p.m. to honor the two men whose
names were recently added to the memorial-Flight Lieutenant Anthony "Shorty" Short, and
Squadron Leader Stephen "Nige" Hobbs of the No. 6 Squadron of the Royal Austrahan air force
(RAAF). Short and Hobbs were killed when their F-l11 crashed on Pulau Aur, an island in the
South China Sea, approximately 25 miles off the east coast of Malaysia. The accident occurred
on April 18, 1999 while the crew was leading a two-ship maritime strike training mission against
a flotilla of multinational warships during an integrated air defense exercise involving Singapore
and Australia.


The ceremony was led by RAAF Wing Commander, Mike Smith, who came to Clovis from the
Australian Embassy in Washington D.C. Smith said his office was notified that the names had
been added to the memorial by Clovis resident, Steve Hyre, founder of the memorial, and fellow
civilian and F-111 enthusiast, Steve Bosang of San Diego, Calif. In appreciation of the efforts of
Hyre, Bosang and the City of Clovis to honor the fallen Australian airmen, Smith obtained
permission from Air Commodore Ray Perry of the RrqAIr to come to Clovis to lead the memorial
ceremony. "I would like to stress how important the relationship is between Australia and the
United States," Smith said. "Our two countries share the common bond of love of aviation. We
also share a love of freedom and a preparedness to fight for it. This is reflected in the fact that in
the five major wars this century, Australia and the United States, alone of all countries in the
world, fought together to preserve freedom."


Smith continued by recognizing the strengthening relationship between Singapore and Austraha.
Lt. Col. Tan Wah Han, Detachment Commander of the 428th Fighter Squadron (Buccaneers),
from the Republic of Singapore, stationed at Cannon Air Force Base, came to the memorial to
represent Singapore in the ceremony.


Representing Cannon Air Force Base, Col. Robert Brewster spoke about the international bond
among aviators who fly the F-111. "The names on the wall are not U.S. Air Force only, but all
aviators who have lost their lives in this aircraft," he said. Smith said that lost crew members
listed on the memorial represent contract aviators, as well as air crews from the U.S. Navy, U.S.
Air Force, and Royal Australi an aff force. Clovis Mayor David Lansford, on behalf of the city,
expressed his sorrow to the families of the lost airmen. "This monument reminds us of our
freedom, and how valuable it is," he said.


The ceremony closed with the laying of wreaths at both ends of "the rock" by Commander Smith,
Mayor Lansford, Col. Brewster, and Lt. Col. Tan. A lone bugler played "Taps," followed by a
minute of silence, and a reading of the "Ode to the Fallen," read by Smith. "They shall not grow
old, as we that are left grow old. Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. At the going
down of the sun, and in the morning, we shall remember them. Lest we forget."
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